
50  August 2020

ABOVE: Liz Ciccone and LNT Cassanova GCH with their extended family.
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I
n a sea of elegant day coats, among an assemblage of arched 
necked performance horses, in the company of dedicated 
amateur riders, what distinguishes Liz [Tylawsky] Ciccone 
are her quick instincts. Whether she is riding the poetically 

elegant LNT Cassanova GCH or the acutely reactive Nanton’s 
Revolution CH, intuition guides her.
 Trainer Scott Neidlinger concurs with the assessment. “She 
rides these horses exactly the way we train them. She has a sense of 
feel. When she has to kick it up or a horse needs some fi nesse, she 
can make the change herself,” he says, adding, “but she likes a gas 
pedal. It’s her M. O.

 “There have been times I’m telling her to get off the rail with 
Cassanova. He’s so gorgeous and I want her in the middle showing 
off his beauty to the judges. But she will stay on the rail because 
at that moment she knows it’s helping her keep him steady. She 
makes good decisions.”
 Since she only started competing at Class A Morgan shows a 
little more than a decade ago, it is reasonable to ask her where her 
riding smarts came from. She says, “it’s a combination of things.”
 Liz is clear, however, about the fi rst part of that combination. 
“I would put at the forefront having horses at home as a kid. 
Getting on them bareback, racing around, you get instincts, you 
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know when they are going to react, you learn to read them.”
 Liz recalls two significant memories from the first five years of 
her life. Her family lived in a not-so-good area of the city of New 
Haven, Connecticut. And all she wanted was a horse. 
 “My dad is impulsive and spontaneous and my mother is the 
opposite. After I had been begging for a horse my dad said, ‘we 
are moving to the country.’ So, we moved to Woodstock and my 
parents commuted every day an hour-and-a-half to New Haven.
 “My dad knew nothing about horses, and went out and bought 
a four-year-old Standardbred off the track and put up a shed and 
arena in the backyard. My mom signed me up for lessons. I’ve had 
horses since then.”
 That first horse was obviously not the right choice for a 
young beginner. But the second horse, a Morgan broodmare, Hi 
Vale Magic Dawn, bought from a horse trader, made up for it. “I 
was totally in love with her. She would neigh to me and was the 
sweetest horse. I was probably around seven when we got her.”
 John and Liz Tylawsky’s commitment was equal to their young 
daughter’s persistence. More Morgans followed. 
 “When I was 11 I got my first registered, purebred Morgan 
mare…Brivids Anna Command. Sally Saltonstall bred her right 
in the town of Woodstock where I grew up. I did the local show 
circuit with her. She didn’t love being a show horse, but we had a 
foal out of her too, so I had that experience with her when I was 16. 
I still have her today. She is 30 years old.
 “When I was 14 I got a two-year-old Morgan colt named 
Robby Roy. I broke him myself. I showed him Western. He was old 
Morgan breeding. I also still have him at home and I love him.”
 Liz didn’t just ride those horses from her youth, she was 
responsible for their care too. “My mom was in a bad accident when 
I was eight and I became the one who looked after the horses.” 
 In addition, even at a young age, she studied the bloodlines of 

the horses that came to live at the family’s home. The 1997 gelding 
Robby Roy was a grandson of Waer’s Play Boy. Randallane Freedom 
was pure Lippitt. It was a big deal Brivids Anna Command was 
a daughter of Immortal Command. “I was infatuated with The 
Morgan Horse magazine and I memorized bloodlines.”
 So, riding instincts; horse care; first foal; Morgan bloodlines. 
The future could be anticipated from these markers of childhood. 

College followed, but even that got direction from her equine 
enthusiasm. “When I got into college Morgans were still 
the most important thing in my life. The reason I chose a 

law career was so I could have horses. It was always the motivation. 
It was the factor that defined my goals in life.”
 Today Liz is a partner—one of the youngest in her firm’s his-
tory—in the law group Marcum LLP. While she works for them 
in New Haven, Connecticut, the company has eight international 
offices. Her specialty, divorce law, has benefited from her equine 
background. “I do high net-worth divorce and a lot of my clients 
have horses. I think it makes people feel more comfortable with me.”
 Liz didn’t stop riding after leaving home. Instead her college 
experience defined her future aspirations around horses. “I started 
taking lessons from Kay Bennett at John Bennett Stables while I 
was in college. Kay is a fabulous equitation instructor. I credit my 
foundation to her. She gave me great horses to learn on and that is 
what got me started riding saddle seat.” 
 After graduating she found her way to Nikki Rae Woodworth 
at KGA Stables in Mendon, Massachusetts. Though Liz’s career was 
in its fledgling stages and she was not ready to buy a horse, in 2009 
she grabbed the opportunity to lease and show one of the breed’s 
most enduring performance horses, Medomak French Invasion 
GCH. Placing third in the Amateur English Pleasure Championship 
at New England Morgan that year, in good company, was a thrill. 

Two victory passes, Nanton’s Revolution CH & LNT Cassanova GCH with Liz Ciccone (photos © Shane Shiflet, Howard Schatzberg).



Kobylar Morgans is beginning their breeding program with the mares CBMF Small Talk & Little Black Dress (photos © Shane Shiflet).
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“Maxx” had a price tag on him commensurate with his world 
championship status. Liz had to pass on purchasing him, but her 
barnmate Kristin Hilf said she would buy him if Liz would agree 
he could live with her in his retirement. He gave Kristin many 
regional and world championship victory passes. Today he lives in 
Liz’s pasture with her other retirees.
 The experience with Maxx, however, provided additional 
motivation. “I knew I wanted to have my own show horse,” she 
says. “Then came the best horse to ever enter my life.”
 Nikki Rae spotted LNT Cassanova GCH at an early season 
show in 2010. Previously, he had won the All-American Yearling 
Futurity at New England Regional, so he was a known looker, some 
of which owes to that long, hingey neck. “I was able to come up 
with the money for him by New England and he came straight from 
Georgia to the show.” By 2012 Liz moved “Nova” to be in training 
with Scott and Danielle Neidlinger, then at Misty Meadows, closer 
to her home in Connecticut. Her horses remain in training with 
Lingering Hills today. “Nova is the standard by which I judge all 
other horses in my life,” Liz says.
 Nova’s show ring accolades with Liz have been enviable, 
including, memorably, multiple victory passes in the Ladies Classic 
Pleasure Saddle Championship at New England Morgan and the 
2014 Ladies Classic Pleasure Saddle World Championship. “Riding 
him [at New England] has given me both the most challenging and 
the most rewarding of my show ring experiences,” Liz stated in a 
2019 roundtable interview. “He gets hotter than any horse I have 
ever been lucky enough to show yet his enthusiasm demands that I 
stay out of his way.”
 Liz also owns the animated park horse Nanton’s Revolution 
CH—though she has to share him with Scott Neidlinger as both 
of them enjoy turns of the ring with this ambitious partner. 
Channeling the energy of such a horse teaches you to be nuanced. 
Liz has said, “I concentrate a lot on the speed of my post…not 

relying on my reins to slow my horse’s forward momentum. When 
I want to ask for more, I lighten my hold slightly and increase the 
speed of my post.” More good instincts.
 There have been other mounts along the way. One, Must Be 
Revealed, won the 2016 Classic Pleasure Driving Three-Year-Old 
World Championship with Liz. In 2019 she had the pleasure of 
watching his new owner, Taylor Savage, earn roses in Oklahoma.
 Two young horses are also currently in development at 
Lingering Hills. The three-year-old mare, MJS Noble Charm, Scott 
describes as “very hot” and sees her debuting soon in junior park 
saddle. And they are enthused about the yearling colt FMS Seeing 
Blue, also, not surprisingly, described as “hot.” 
 Liz has a close relationship with her trainers, works at staying 
fit to meet the challenges of riding and showing, and participates in 
group lessons at Lingering Hills. “How wonderful Scott and Dani-
elle are and how important they are to me as trainers. They are 
always honest, absolutely exceptional trainers and people, and I am 
so proud of their success and know it is only going to get better.”
 She also continues to search out multiple sources for 
inspiration. “I spend a lot of time watching other people, not just 
trainers. I watch Ally Nord [Wandtke]. If she knew how many 
times she’s competed against me in my head—she’s amazing. Every 
instructor and trainer imparts different knowledge to you and 
some things really stick. And I’ve learned from different horses. 
During off season, I go and just ride my show horses. I take my 
horses out in the fields and get comfortable with them. Time in 
the saddle is the advantage trainers have over amateurs and I really 
try to get that same bond. It takes a while. Horse and rider have to 
figure each other out.”

Liz is also applying those lessons learned memorizing 
pedigrees as a little girl. She’s starting her breeding program 
at Kobylar Morgans, LLC. “I’ve always been interested in 
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Horses and family— Liz riding with her five-year-old niece Abigail Goodrow and with Pino Ciccone at New England. 
BELOW: The storefront at Enoteca Cassanova with its logo modeled after LNT Cassanova GCH.

bloodlines. I like to know about the horses in front of me—who 
they are by, who they are out of, who they are related to, why they 
look like they do. Carol Stone in New York noted my passion and 
encouraged me. Then Little Black Dress GCH [SpiceOLife Present 
Tense GCH x MEM First Joy] came for sale and she is my idea of 
close to perfect. I already have the next ten years of breeding her 
planned out.”
 Scott Neidlinger thinks good instincts are guiding her breeding 
plans too. “Sometimes when you are looking at horses, an amateur 
really gets infatuated with a horse, but 
Liz is already figuring who is back there 
in the pedigree, can tell you about the 
siblings and half-siblings, and whether 
the bloodlines are high energy enough.” 
He also notes that while her two goals 
in breeding are “bridle and go forward,” 
she is also adamant about “pretty.” “She 
is always telling us, ‘if I’m going to go to 
the barn and feed them when they are 
retired, I want a pretty head.’”
 Liz has leased the DBA Street Talk 
daughter, CBMF Small Talk, from 
friend Amanda Hill. She is in foal to 
SYP High Definition GCH for 2021. Though it turns out Little 
Black Dress cannot carry her own foals, they are committed to 
breeding her—she is currently booked to the stallion HK Dickie 
Deville—using embryo transfer. 
 “I feel very fortunate having Scott guiding me with the 
breeding. He had success starting when he was at Misty Meadows. 
The crosses he put together produced Little Black Dress GCH and 
Miles Of Fortune GCH. Part of that is he had the opportunity to 
work with some of these bloodlines and if you are breeding them 
it is important to know how they train.”
 The Morgan community has become the center of her social 
world, she confesses. Her closest personal friends are from her barn 
family. Her mom and dad, who moved to the country so she could 

have horses when she was five, come to the shows today. Her aunt, a 
one-time Quarter Horse owner, drives from Texas to Oklahoma to 
see her show “and can’t believe how friendly everyone in our breed 
is when interacting.” She’s overjoyed that she has a horse-loving 
four-year-old niece, Abigail Goodrow—“we’ve already bought her 
first saddle.”
 And there is her marriage to Joseph “Pino” Ciccone. “Anyone 
who knew me before I met him would unequivocally say I had 
zero intention of getting married, but we clicked immediately. If 

you ever watch him when I win a class 
he gets teary eyed. He loves having the 
horses at home. His favorite horse is 
Little Black Dress. When we found out 
she couldn’t carry her own foals, he 
was the one who came up with all the 
reasons we shouldn’t sell her.”

Pino knows the way to his wife’s 
heart. In 2018, he bought the liquor 
store adjoining his P&M Orange Street 
Market in New Haven and rechris-
tened it Enoteca Cassanova in honor 
of that winning classic pleasure horse. 
The store’s logo is a wine pour, but 

the pour is a silhouette of Nova’s face rendered directly from the 
horse’s photo. 
 Amanda Hill is a close friend and a fellow connection through 
the Lingering Hill Family. She says, “I feel fortunate to call Liz a 
friend, she is extremely loyal, not to mention her knowledge of 
the Morgan breed is uncanny. I cannot think of anyone who loves 
their horses more. She will always do what is best for her horses 
both in and out of the show ring. That is an admirable trait, one I 
aspire to follow.”
 Liz reflects on the attraction to our breed. “That first Morgan 
I had captured me. It was all Morgans from then on. It’s almost 
become a cliché—but for me it really is ‘the horse that chooses 
you.’”   n


